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Section 7{1) of the Sombay-Village Panchay-us Act, 1558
read with rule 3(1) of the Sombuy Village Panchuyuts (Gramsabha
Meetings) Rules, 1959 reouvires « Sarpanch to hold at leust two
meetings of the Grams abha every finuncial year. The first
meeting iSs to be held within 2 months from the comﬁncement
of the financial year uand the second in November every yeur on
such date 4s may be fixed by the Sarpanch or in his absence by
the Upa-darpanch. Failure to hold uny one of these two
meetings disqualifies the Sarvanch/Upa-sarpanch. Similarly,”
according to Section 35 of the suid act read with rule 3 of the
Bombgy Village Panchayuts (Meetings) Hules, 1959 the Sarpanch
is required to hold a meeting of the Panchayat ut leust once
in e very month on such date as may be fisded by him or in his
absence by the Upa-Sarpanch. Failure to hold even one such
meeting of Punchuyut disqualifies the Sarpunch/Uva-sarvanch.

It has.baems Qrgusd in certuin devision petitions recently
filbd gg% Government that the Secretary of the concerned
PJnChqut did not advise the Sarnunch properly abouvt the obli-
gation of the Sarmemoetss who ure generully not aware of the
consequences of the failure on their part. A4S & result of this,
in many cases the Sarpanchas are disguulified on account of

the the above failure.
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2 g Under Section 38 of the Somhay Villuge Pénchayats Act,
1958, it is the Sarpunch who is cths executive head.of the _
Panchayat and is thereforfe resporsible for comvening the stitu-
tory meetings of the Gramsabha und the Panchayut and hus to
face the conséquences of his failure. It is, however, consider-
ed that the Village Panchayut Secretary should also be mude
responsible in this regard. Section 60(2, of tHe pbombay J/illuge
Banchavuts Act, 1958 provides thaw, the Chief “Executive uUfficer,
shall aopoint & Secretary from District Cervice (Cluss IiI).
Under dSection 95(1)(b) of the iaharashtra Zilla Parishads and
Panchayat Samitis Act, 1961 the Chief Executive Ufficer is
emopowered to lay downcutles of all officers dn% servancs of
or holding office urder the 4illa Porishuds. The Chief Bxecutive
Officers of 4illy Parishads are hereby advised that they should
lay down the duties of the Villuge .Punchuyut Secreturies by
virtue of their power under Saction 95(1)(bJj of the act, ibid,

if they have not already done so, und sSpecifically 1ncludf therein

thut the Village Panchavat Secretary shall be responSible for
advising the Ddrounch/Unu- arancn in regard to holding the

W GramSabha and ¥onthly meeting of the Panchayat by due dates.
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