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READ:-

GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA.
Revenue and Forests Depart~nt.
Resolution No. IsNA1059/24504-0.

Sachivalaya, BombaY-32, 24th Septembe~ 196~.

Government Resolution, Revenue and Forests Department
No. LNA10.59/24.504-0, dated 27th January 1965.

"'r
.r-'RESOLUTION:- The question as to whether the use of the lands
for-oreedlng of pedigree horses etc., should be treated as agri-
cultural or non-agriculturalhas been further e~ned by Govern-
ment, and the position, is as under:-
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2. The expression "agriculture"has not been defined in th.e
Land Revenue Code. The term has both anarrO\v and a wider conno-
tation. In its narrow and primary sense, it means cultivation

,of the ground. In its general meaning, it is the cultivation of
the ,soil for purpose'S of procuring also vegetabl'es and'fruits
including hor~ioulture and the raising and feeding of cattle and
other stock(Anderson'sDictionary of Law). In Jowitt's Dic- .

tionary of :inglisb.~i;aw,...;theexpression ttAgriculturett is inter-
preted to include hortiCftl:ture,fruit growing, seed~growing,
dairy farming and livestock breeding and keeping, the use of land
as grazing la.nd, meadow"land, osier land, market gardens and
nursery grouttds and the use'of land for woodlands where that use
is ancillary to theI'arming ofl@d fo':rotheragricultura:l~pUr...
poses. "Agriculture" thus initJ:!'normal ahd general meaning

'includes.act-ivities,~,suchas dairy farming and livestock breeding
and keeping, bee ketpi116, poultry keeping which strictly have,
nothing to do with tillage of tb.esoil. There is no re~son for
restricting the scope .of the.expression Itagriculture'tmerely to
raising of products whic.}--derive nutrimeJ:lt from.the soil. '
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2. As early as 1937 the whole question was extensively consi-
dered and in Gdvernm.ellt Resolution" Re'V"en~eDep~~Ill~JJ.t No. .5.53.5/33,
dated the 13tifJa.c.uaf'y 1 ~3b,the :prir1<c~pl:evla'i~';~at°'\Vifl'o:r the pur-
poseof""assess:tng lands :We.sthat "where animals consumeto material
extentthe productsof the holdingon a part of'which they are
penned,the whole use both that of. the land on whichthe stables
or pens are-cC{ns ruW!i -and- hat.,oi':',the;;land.over..w ic~the.a.tlimals
raze.o -run. )..a .r:icultural:F:"-:-:WheL'e -the-aD.:i"iia1.'-iiPe!-m~r!ily,--,-._--

sta e~:Ul,. urb6l.11AU'eas ,.a.c.d:-altbut a negligible part of their feed-
/' ing stuff'sareimported,the use,isnon-agricultural.In inter-'

, mediate cases between these extremes, it was considered.that eveh
,- -, -i.f'--therebe a genuine doubt, the use of the lands should be treated
\)PJ"ICF "''f.fasagi'~~ul tural., This would appear to be a proper position to

I: ~' ke bo-l7hji:le9(lly and from a policy point of view. The use to
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I-cjlliJne stock raised on
,

the lan<?B is SUbSe
,

qUentlY
,

' put, is
,

' not. . ;}.E!vant for the purpose of decidJ.llg whether the landon whl.ch such
L,nob. ,"tl{jclc 1.s raised is itself used for agricultural purpose,-, --.-

.~ 3~ The BombayRevenue Tribunal in their decision No.BRT.P.V.3/
\~7

5, dated the Sth August 1956, have taken the narrow view and held
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that the use of the Wan~ie . Farm for the breeding of stock
pedigree horses is not agricultural. The Tribunal considered
that breeding and rearing live stock and pedigree horses have
no connection with.farming, andthe'horsesar~ not used for
farming purposes. As expla.ined above" the use,to which the.
stock raised is put is not relevant for deciding the question
of the use of the land itself. Whether-the horses aresubse-
quently'used for racing or sold for meat is no more relevant
for determining the use of the land than .when cattle are raised
whether they are sold_for t~e plough, or for meat.. The Bombay
Revenue Tribunal decision is not, therefore, helpful. in deciding
the questiOll. As stated in the Go'V'ernmentResolution,dated .~,

13th January 1938 the use of 'the~s as wh()le, will have to be

considered. '~'
4. Government has, therefQre, come to the conclusion that

the use of la.ndfor stock-breedirig shQuld be considered to be
an agricultural use.'inrural areas. Lan<is used for the purpose
of horse breeding, stabling ho:rses and their 'exercise anda.nci-
lliary matters shoul(iaccorc;lingly, be .treat~d as used ~o,r .ag~i-
culture and assessedaccordJ.ngly. In urban areas consJ.<1eratJ..Qns
mentioned in paragraph 2 above also should prevail. '

------

'5. The order contained in Governme.nt Resolution, Revenue a.n.d
ForestsDepartmentNo. LNA 1059/24504-0,dated 27th January 1'965,
shouldbe treatedas c~~..--~
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6. C~
.
' Goyernment Resolution

.

, Revenue Departme
.

nt NO.55
.

35/33,
da~tf£ January 1938 is appended for informat'ion and guidance.

By order and.in the name of the Governor of Maharashtra,

I,

S.'- G. SAWANT,

Under Secretary to Government.

Accompaniment: G.R.No.5535/33,
dated13-1-1938.

TheCommissi.oner, Poona Division,
All the Comzp.issioners,
The Collector of Poena,
All other Collectors,
The Settlement'Commissioner and Director of Land Records,
The Chi-efSecretary to Governmentt,

The Law and Judiciary Department,
The FinanceDepartment, '

The Industries and Labour Department,
The URUBranch of Revenue a.nd. Forests Department.
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To

:-

No. ~~-\..~\):r-'-~7~ of 1965.

Copy forwarded for information. and guidance to -
f\\\ b\,. s.l ('4\\S"'\
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