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"""J1Jftr-o,

Mrs.Lakshmi Singh
Joint Secretary'

-"'a4--*,f'_~i.rA;"-~ f'<'f>t 1t"" ~
" ,",~~o,+~,c-Y~ ~,~ ~ ' ,'" ~

"; - .-'~l"r~,"'-National HumanRights Commission, A."
... "'$'OJI mGR ~ 'I1Qrf, "fRtG 1Jl't, ~ ~-110001 ~ ./'-. .!"".. ,,, '.~ ~ ~"3"'" q;)0\ : (q;r) 011-3346243 (3fT)011-6111512 Qicm 91-011-3340016/3366537

Saidar PatelBhawalJ.Sansad Marg, Ne"'(Delhi-110001 India'
Phone (0) 011-3346243 (R) 011.-6111512 Fax, : 91-011-3349016/3366537

EMail: nhrc-del~x400.nicgw.nic.in '
, '

;.

D.O.No.3/2/99~PRP&P ~ JUne, 1999

Dear Shri Srivastava,

'~

\~:.

The National HlJmanRights Commissien was cencerned at
the increasing ,incidents af deaths 1.n leek-ups and jai ls and
canseQuently had written to. all Chief Ministers ef State

,Gavernments vide- d.e, letter dated 27 March, 1997 lCapy
enclased) and desired that the pest-mertem examinatien in
respect' ef deaths. in pelice custedy shQuld, be videetaped.

2. The Cemmissien which has been receiving the: videotapes
has feund that there -is censiderable variation in the ceverage
and Ctu~lity ef the videa-filming and therefere formed' a 'panel ,
ef ferensicexperts to. prepare guideline$ fer videagraphy.

vi,\~
. .~

~~'~.

3. .Based en'the pa~elJs report, the Natienal HumanRights
Cemmissien has prepared a set ef guidelines fer: videegraphy of
pest-mertem examinatien and a fo.rmat, far scrutiny ef video.

~.cassettes ef custedial deaths which are enclased herewith.!
have been directed by the cemmissio.n to. request yo.u kindly to.
pass .sui~able instructio.ns to. the concerned, efficers and
direct them to. fellaw the guidelines scrupuleusly.

L'
,

:--J, ""' ,',- ~ I .
1'1 '

Thank.~

,/'" (r~(! 1:t~.of. ,.. ,-, ""' '
-'=,(- ~:-.,." .. .- - ~_. .. 'i;.". "

.: (~~~'""'~'::y.. .) ~ '

,

"

~ ( n,.", \
, ~' . ..' " ~. )

1
i!!

, ,"'" ..) I.~\ .k ~"t\(-\t\t {"':!p "
, ,... \J ,.. ,

Shri K.c~\(,~~~~,:1 ,
Add1t 1ori~l~...&eCfetary (Home),
Govt. of Maharashtra,'
Mantralaya,
Mumba1 - 400032.

Yours sin~bt"t~~ . (S\ ,

[ lakshmi Singh]

p~ l~

'" '

y
'I'"

\),'
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National Human Rights Commission'.
fRcm .tR~ 1r'FJ, fflTGTfM.~, ~-110 001 'm«f

tf))1 :(<m) 011-33-10891tt<m : 91-oU-3340016 (3lJ) 301808
.

Sardar Patel Bhawan.' 5ansad Marg. New Delhl-t 10 001 INDIA
Phone: (0) 011-3340891 F~ : 91.011.3340016 (R) 3018085
Telegraphic Address: HUMANRfGHT
E-mail:.nhrc.del@x400.nicgw.nic.in

March 27 1997'. ,
I

~~
Dear Chief fVtinister,

May I invite your kind allention to a maller which NIII~C consi~ers of
some moment in its steps to deal with custodial,dc.aths? The Commission on
the 14th December, 1993 had issued a -general' circi.Jla.r requiring all the
District Magistrates and the Superintcndents of Police to report to the
Commission, incidents relating t(;)custoJial deaths and rapes within 24 hours
of their occurn..'ftt:c. A number of instances have come to the Commission's.

, .

notice where' the. post-mortem rcp0l1s appcar to: be doctored due to
influence/pressure to protect the interest of: the Police/jail officials. In some

. cases ,it '\vas lound that the post-mortem. examination \vas not carried out
properly and in others, inordinate delays in their writing or collectil.ig. As
there is hardly ailY' outside independent evidcnce in cases or custodial
violence, the nlte or the cuses would depend cntirely on the observations
recorded and the ortinioll given by the ooclor in the post-mortcm report. If
[Jost-mortem examination .is not, thoroughly donc or manipulated to suit
vested interests, then the offcnder cannot be brought to buok and this wuuld
rcsult in travesty of justice and serious violation ur human rights in custody
would go 011with impunity- ,

With a view to pl:evcl.lting~lIcil rruuds;the Comm(ssion recommcnded
to all, the Stales to video-Jilm the post-mortem examination anu send the
casselles to the Commission.

~t
It was Iclt that thc Autopsy Report forms nuw in lIse in the various

States, (~renot comprehensive and, there lore. do not serve the' purpose and
also givc scope for doubt and manipulation. The Commission, lherefore,

.'
'.-. i.~,-,.

~V,?"\Q,\~,~,\ . s .-
~ ~\. .

c.

~

- - - - - - - - - - - --- - -
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decided tQ revise the autopsy-form to plug the 10ophoIcsan~ to tnake it more
incisive and purposefhl. .

, The Commission, idler ascertaining the views of the Statcs and
discussing with the experts in theficld and taking into considcration , though
I1Qtcntirel)' ado!)ting, the U.N. Model Autopsy protocol, has prepared a
Model Autopsy form cnclo~cd as Anl1cx.urc-L

'f

~

.,.

In th'is conncction, it was felt that somcillciJc'lltar improvemcnts un.:
also callcd rorifrregard to thc conduct of inqucsts. For proper tlSSCSSl1lcntof .

"Time $incc death" or 'the. lime of Jeath', detennination of temperature
changes anJ developmcnt of Rigo'!"rv10rtisat thc limc of first examination at
the scene is essential. This cun convcniently be done by following some
easily understandable and. implcmcntabIc proceJure. The proceduTe to be.
followed by those in charge of inqucsl, is inuicatcd in !\nm:'xure-II to this
letter. This is a small but important addition to 1fle inquest proceuure.

Tht.:: COlll111issiol1recOlnmenus your Government to~ prescribe the
MoJcI Autopsy Form (i\11I1exllre-l) anuthe additional procedure '((.)J~inqu~st
as indiciHed ill Al1l1exlire-lI~ to be 1'olloweJ ill YOllrStatc with iplllwdiatc
ff

'\

e eel. " < , " , '

I shall Iook.lof\vard to your kinu anJ favourable response. .
,

. y~~~ si!lccrcly, . . .
./ - //{"'- LL ;:'\.. c<- c c- L c- V

(i\.f.N. VCl1kalac'haliah)

,

Shri J ,II. Pal.cI
Chief rvtinister,

, Oo\'\.:rl\l11cnt 01' Kamataka,

, UangaJorc.

,
~

,-----,~
1::

/"
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ANNEXURE-I

.' MODEL POST MORTEM REPORT FORM .

(Read carefutly the i.nstructions at Appendix 'A')

,.."

NAME OF INSTIT~rION

. Post Mo~tem Report No. Date

Conducted/by Dr.

Dat~'~ Time of receipt of the body
and r~quest papers for AilltopSY---.

.

-Date & Time of commencement of Autopsy

Time of.completion~of Autopsy,

r ~e & Time of examination cf. the dead body
ac Inquest (as per Inquest Report)

Name & Address of the person
videorecording the Autopsy.

--_.

Note The tape shouid be duly sealed, signed and dated and sent to the
Nati?nal H~maft--Rights Commission; Sardar Patel Bhawan, S'~nsad ~arg NewDelh~. '

~~~ ~-------------------------

ASE PARTICULARS

(a)Name of deceased
and as entered in the Jail
or Police record.

.

(b) Slo, D/o,W/O

(c) Address

Age (Approx) yrs.;, Sex: Male/Fenlale.

.Body brought by (Name and rank of Police offic.ials)

. ,(i)

(ii)

...

of Police Station
...

Ide~:fi'ed by (Names & addresses of relatives/per-so.nsa.cquainted)

(i)

.(ii)
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( IF HOSPITAL DEAD BODIES - <varticulars as per hospital records)

Date & Time of Admission in Hospital -
.'

Date & Time of Death in Hospi~al

Cent'ral Registration 'No. 0.£ Hospital

SCHEDULE OF OBSERVATIONS

(A) GENERAL .

-r"
~.n

(1.) ,Height ems (2) Weight kgs

(3) Physique- (a) le~n/ medium/obe~e
I

I

I

I

t

I

(b) Well built/average built/poor built/emaciated

(4) Identification features (if body is unidentified)

(i )
=--.

(ii)

seperate sheet and '. att,ached

I
I

I

thel(iii) Finger prints be taken on
doctor.

by

(5) Description o€ clothes worn - important features.

1'0

;tr-;
f

(6) Postmortem Chariges :

(a) As seen during inquest.

~
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J
- ,~leen' (wt ,gms)

Pancreas J>

- Kidneys finding &Wt - Rt gms & Lt

"

Genital organs (Note the condition 'of vagina.
scrot'um, 'presence of foreign body I presence'
of fetus, semen or ~ny other fluid, and
contusion, abrasion in and around genital
organs~ .

=---

gms.

IA~"
/

5. SPINAL'COLUMN & SPINAL CORD (To be opened where indicated)

OPINION

~,'~
'\_~/'

~

(i) Probable time since death {keep all factors including observations at
~nquest)

~

(ii) Cause & manner of death - The cause o~ death to the best of my
knowledge and belief is, :-
(a) Immediate cause -

(b) Due,to -

~
, 'I!j'

fI

(c) Which of ch~ injuries are antemortem/postm6~t~m and durati~n if
antemortem?

.

, Bladder & urethra.. -

- Pelvic cavity tissues

- pelvic Bones

""

t
.

,

-

;
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3. CHEST

- Ribs and chest wall
<:>

- Oesophagus

- Trachea & Bronchial Tree

- Pleural Cavities - R -
- L -

Lungs' finqings& Wt. -Rt gms & Lt

- pericardial Sac

- Heart findings-& Wt.

- Large blood vessels.

4. ABDOIv1EN

- Condition of abdQminal wall.

- Peritoneum & Peritoneal ca~ity.

-,Stomach (wall condition, contents & smell)

Small intes~ines including appendix
.

- Large intestines &
.Mesentric vessels

- Liver including (wt
gall bladder -

gms)

gms.

,

(Weight

..

gms)

,

~ ..

'tP'

yA

~

I

I

't
..;:.......

~:
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"), I~j~ries be gi~en serial number ~ndmark similarly on the ~ody
,A,agrams attached. (ii) In scab injuries, mention state angles, margins

,I&direction'inside body. (iii) In fire arm injuries, -mention,about
effectsof fire,also. ~.

(C) INTERNAL EXAMINATION

1. ~
(a) Scalp findings

"

{b) Skull (Describe fractures here & sho'llthem on body diagrar:1 enclosed)

(c) Meninges, _meningeal spaces & Cerebral vessels
(Hemorrhage & its locations, abnormal smell ete.be noted)

(d) Brain findings & Wt.
, ---

(Wt gms)

\.
"

(e) Orbital, nasal & aural cavities -findings.

2. 'NECK

- Mouth, Tongue & Pharynx

-Larynx & Vocal cords

- Condition of neck tis9ues

Thyroid & ether cartila~e eonditi~ns

Trachea
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I ,II - Whether rigor mortis present

- Temperature (Rectal) ,. ~

- Others

(b) As seen at Autopsy -

"

(7 ) (a) External general appearance -

(b) State of eyes

!
.v

(c) Nattiral orifices.
r

--

~

(B) EXTERNAL INJURIES: .

(Mention Type, Shape, Lengtp'X Breadth & Depth of each injury and its
relation. to important body landmar~. Indicate' which injuries are fresh
and which are old and their duration.) .

.
"'

c
I
I
I

. I

tr
i"

Instructions :-

r
~
.r
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Cd) Manner of causation 'of injuries

,/'"

.-40':,/ (i$
. ~1-\ . .. y/. ,

(e) :Whether injuries (indi i~ually' or collectively) are sufficient to
cause death in ordinary course of.nature or not?

/

-'~ii}AnY other

.(g)

.{h,

,

.~
(

SPECIMENS COLLECTED & HANDED OVER JPlease tick)

,-

(a) Viscera (Stomach with cqn"'tents!smali intestine '..,fthcontents! sample of
liver! kidney (one half of each), spleen! sample of blood on gauze piece
(dried), any other visc~ra! preservative used) .

(b) Clothe$

{c} of custody.deaths}! .finger prints

Inquest papers (mention total numbers & initial th~;fu)

Slides from va'~ina! semen. or any other material.

PM report in original! inqu~st papers! deaq body!
clothings and.other articles (mention there) duly
sealed (Nos. ) handed over to police official

. . No. of PS
whose signatures are herewith.

Signature

Name of Medic&l Officer.
( in block let:ers)
0 e s i g n a t 10 n

SEAL

.

Photographs (Vid~ cassette~ i~ case
etc.) .

,

(d) Foreign body. (like bullet I ligature etc.)

(e)

(~)

Sample of preservative in cases of poisoning.

Sample of seal.

..,
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Ja, INSTRUCTIONS TO BE
DETENTION OR TORTURE.

Torture technique

General

TO,the soles of the feet, or
fractures of the bones of
the feet.

.~ With th~ palms on both ears
&ultaneC?usly. .

'2.

4.

5.

- 12 -

~ .~l\/
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APPENDIX - .\AI (}5f ~:11

FOLLOWED CAREFULLY FOR

.

Physical findinqs

Scars, Bruises, Lacerations. Multiple
fractures at different stages of .

healing, especially in unusual
locations,.which have not' beep
medically treated.

Haemorrhage in the soft tissues of
the soles of the' feet and ankles.
Aseptic necrosis.

Ruptured or scarred 'tympanic.
membranes. Injuries to external ear.

On the abdomen, while lying on Bruises on the abdomen. Back
a table with the upper half. of injuries. Ruptured abdominql
the body unsupported:( "operating viscera.
tabl~").

To the head.

Haematomas. ,

".;... -Suspension'

6. By the wrists.

7. By the arms or neck.

a.

9.

By the ankles.

Head down, from a horizontal
pole placed under the kne~s
with the wrists bound to the
"Jack". ,.

10.

Near suffocation.

Forced immersion of head in
oftert contaminated "wet

, submarine" . ,

.

Cerebral cortical atrophy. Scars.
,Skull fractures. Bruises"

Bruises .or scars
Joint injuries.

Bruises or scars at, the site of
binding. Prominent lividity in the the
lower extremities.

about the I wrists.

Bruises or scars
Joint injuries',

ankles.about the
\

Bruises or scars on the anterior
forearms and backs of the knees.
Marks on the wrists and ankles.

j

Faecal material or other debris
in the mouth, pharynx, trachea, .

'esophagus or lungs. Intrathoracic /

~etechiae, Intra-thoracic petechiae.

Intro-thoracic petechiae~Tying of a plastic bag over the
.head ("dry submarine")'

Sexual abuse.

.11.

l~. Sexual abuse
~

~L
)

Forced posture

~ /

Sexually' transmitted diseases,
pregnancy. Injuries to breasts,
external gen:talia, vagina, anus or
rectum.

'I

""
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~rolonged'stapding-
"

.JJ'
d ' . ,

Force straddl~ng of a bar
("saw horse");

Electric shock'

. 15.' Cattle prod.

l~, Wires connect~d to a source
.~ of electricity.

17. Heated metal skewer inserted
into the anus.

Miscellaneous

18. Dehydration

Animal bites (spiders,
insects, rats, mi~e, dog~).

If

~,o,- /
- 13 - (\~,/

"-./

Dependent edema.
extremities.

Petechi!ie in lower

""~

Perineal or scrotal haematomas.

Burns: appearance dependa on the age
of the injury. Immediately:, red
spots, ves~cles, and/or black exudate.
Within a few weeks: circular, reddish,
macular'scars. At several months:
small, white, reddish or brown ~pots
resembling telangiectasias.

Peri-anal or rectal burns.

Vitr~ous humor electrolyte
abnormalities.

Bite markst'

A
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~ Annexure II

'.. ..': . .'

Additional Inquest Procedure

In order to help in proper assessment of 'Time Since
....

Death', determination of temperature changes and developme~t

of Rigor Mortis at the time of first examination at the scene

is essent ial. This can be attained in the present system of

inquest dead sceneexamining body theby the at

scientifically for these two parameters either by a medical

officer or a trained Police officer.

Essential.requirement for determining Temperature
Changes & Rigor Mortis:

The procedure is s impl e- and learntbe by anycan

Pol i ce at the Policeofficer if trainedhe is properly

Training institution a medica I off icer. This procedureby

includes:-

(1) first:Taking of 'Rectal at theTemperature'

examination scene itselfbodyo.f thethe at

while conducting the. inquest. A. simple £$ectal

Thermometre can be inserted in the anus of the

dead body. After waiting for to 5. mi.nutes3

temperature should 'be read. The temperature so

read should be mentioned in the inquest report

as also the time 6f its recording.

(ii) Similarly for determining I Rigor 1'1ortis I , i.e"

stiffening Police officerof the muscles, the

should bend the limbs and see whether there is
I

any stifness aboutin them. The ooserva tions

.:3tifness as a 1 so in;Tlentioned time thec:he;~e

1 n~lue.:3 t These .:)bservations bewould::e:Jo::t.

:1el:J[Ul Joctor:-s .:; ..)0::1:.].: c:t rFj :;)st-moctem-= ;12

,~ ~ . ! ..1 ~ :1 "1 : :

(j)~ ~ ~)

.::

.1
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SCRUTI~Y OF VIDEO CASSETTE~L.clh~QillA.LJlliAIILCL\SD,
. ,.eC LC. IJ2IAL

1. Total figure of custodial deaths reported 179.752 931
fTom 1.4.97 lo 28.2.98 .

2. Total nwnber of casseUes received by Law Div:-

3. Tolal nWllber of cassettes rec.eived from 41
1.4.971031:1.98 and scrutinised by Illv. Div.

38 79

4. ~ NtUllber of blank cas~eltes 01

5. Nwnber of defective casselles 05

6. Duration o'f video. f11mingof post morte'ms

'4,'"
-,

(a)
(b)
(c)

upto 5 minutes,
upto 5 to 10 JI.utlntes .
10minutes awl above
Total

- 09 (2 millutes~2, 2.5 Jllltlutes-l)
- 17 .

-,53
-79

8.

P9st mortem reports not received
WitJlcassettes. " .

Inquest report Jiel received
WitJl cassettes.

No doclor present

- 087.

.--09

9. - 01

\
.1'..

to. STATE-WISEBREAKUP GUSlODIALDEAllIQJ1.4.97 TO 28.2,~JH
--------------------------.-----------------------------------------------------------------------

. ,
Sno. Name of Stale JC PC Total

~-~~ ~ ,-

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Total 38 .11 79 -;-----------------.----------

/

..

L Bihar 30 13 43
2. Karnalaka 01 15 16
3. Andhra Pradesh - 06 . (56

4. ' Ooa 01 01 02
5.' Delhi -01 -. 01
6. Oujrnt I, 02 01 03
7. Orissa 02 01 03
8. West Bengal 01. 02 03
9. Assmn - 02 O:!
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MODEL PROTOCOL SlANf)AROS Fon VIDEOGRAPHY OF. '1 \ tt. . ~

AUTOPSIES IN CUSTOQIAL Dt=ATHS' . ~,..
(This Protocol was "evolved ,at"~ Hound Table discussion

, jointl'l organlsed. by the Institute. of Legr.-tlMedi'cine, Ct:1ennai and
People's Walch': Tamllnadu, Madurai" at Madras School of S.ocial
Work, Chennai on 14lh'December 1997).. - , . '

J!lqu~$\:

In Custodial Deaths, UI~!inquost shou.ld only be (;<111il?!f(Jut by the District JudHC

frocedure for Aut9..p$.V.lf.1£lIs!Qgj~.L~~<:,th~: .
.1he ~UII'ori(y condllclirlg the inql,cst Sllould give tile rE'.qui:-.ilior'lfor aut(lp$Y al<.HIU'willl

. necessary docurncflt$. In tllp, rcquisitioli ils(.)U.tile <1l/lIlOnlyshould mention 111('11the

aUIOpsy sho.uld be don~ by a panel 01 two or more doctors. The said authority s.hould

a/so, arrange (or (he videogl[Jpli(~f who 5hollirl be. solected from Ihe pDncl of

vldeograph~l"S accredited by Ihc [Jlstrkl M"'!Jj~tr~lp.for tile ~hlJve purpose. .
. Autopsics or all clJ!';lodlal dC<'lOl$should be dOIlCc.1I,lyhy roren$ic Pathologists (!t Ihe. . .

t~aehing hospit~15 of govcrnnlcot mcdic..,1 collegl~;'; wll01 t! tho departmenls 01 _forensic

. Medicine are ple~ent 'and on no condillon $houl<1!,:W,I, l'wtorsies be. conduc.ted in tile~- ,

absence o'fnQlllrilr light (I-rom $l/lllisc 10 ~lIl1scl)

Phases o1'videOqr€!E.I)~_Qt autoR~~

Phase.J~ '.
, .

The bearings of the dCG\ctborly I.ike clothe!), etc. shollid I)c $cpar~tcry vidcogr.'pllccJ
. ..,

with more focus ora slnklllg 1p./'itllrC;$like sfilill$. cuI:; 0. hlllL'~,Of! the relevant materiel''>.

Phas~l!;,
. , .

. 1. Frol.', vIew of tI1e-dCc1d boely 011 Ille <-IIJloJ1SYtatJIH.hf!lore. wiping and ~"p.r wipi"~l the

. . dead body.

~- Tne.same proc:e!':5 should be repealcd wilh the 1)\1(:1\(II tile: dC<:Idbody.

3. 1 he cqnjuncliva ~md lips should lIo vicJeogli.lplll:t..I,'ur the presence 01 any
" '''''2t11orrhagic :.P()I~

PI'~SC III:

J:xternal.!njuries:

.1. These injuries should be recorded accord!ng 10 011('S ,o~n practice. i.c.' begmnll1g. . - .
wl/h head and neck, trunk, upper and lower(tf~!hl ,1I1dfr:lt) E'!xrr:emities«(ronl and bDCk

and sides of IIle hotly) is UH-f(;()nllnollo~1 way 01rcrordlll(l.

2. Facl) injury should tJc seri<:1l1yf1\lmhP.rt<c1 hy' nlJluhf>1 t;'lqs (arfl1erenl lahp.f!';)
"

..
,
.r--
I
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PAG~ a~

, ~.
. .' . . 'j@

:.i. 'j he Videograph should bc ("ken In'pans or a::; a w/)olea$ the "ic.tuoy'~p"er fe'cl$ fit t~ ;;

plOduce tfleir irnages willi dwity.

4. Eac~ Dxternal wound need not be individuallyvid\:oU',.pllod because all Ihese iIIjurit:$

arc taggcd and covered by '"0 above proce$$.

b. Any suspected ~rc<:ls. of fructurcd boncs of till':

videographed.

E.has~.lY..:.

.'

, .

iiIfibs should be expo~e(l am.!

..

lhe aclllF1l olSS\1clinn lor ())(po~j"D UIC hody cilvlli(.':,'; need notl)e vic1p.ourapllcd 'n

-order 10 avoid the leIl91I1jnef;~ 01 tllo caS5~~lt~ alld to keep the vIewers live to the bare f..I<.:ls

of ttauma.

It is a good practice to begin U1Cautopsy witll tile r.Xj)O:';llre and remov~1 of the brain.

Phasc V~

I he scalp should be dissccted up to the eyebrows on the, front and below tile. .
mastoids on the bar.k. 111Airllwr surface 01 tt,le anlfllCH and posterior 1Iaps should be

'''-1:'-
."Irt

vidcogr<1phed sepatately, followCd b.ythe vldcograpllY of tile exposed crania' sUrr~cP..

1he removed vault or the skull Sllould Dc vldcogr[lj)llcd by stretelllng it In ttle $<'I9't1al

'plane and in lite 'corunal plrHlp.. I Ill!':proccdure will (>'XP()~f!03\1type$ of 'fradlJre. If III~Y are
\

there. -- -.
J he extradural sp<3~e ~tl()tJI(j t)e vl~leograptled III sllu followed by subctural !';p<}co.'1f. .

there is subdural hi)cmor~h<1nic:(SDH), it should be rE,HlIovedand videograr!1ed ag,Jln to
. .

confirm SDH and for the pwsellcEM" subarachnoid hi'lC:!llloril1i'!gic(5I\H).. J -
, he bJ:aln is removed and placed 0/1 its vallI! 10 expose the basal surface. This

exposed surface slloulC1 he videograpl)ed. '1he Circle oJ Willis dissccted out and exposed In

situ. lhis.should be videograpllcd again. lhCrt it is !Llrllcd to re'st on its, b,-,sc "nd

vldeographed again:

Eachstagc of tllC brain di~~eC:ljor\ should be expos(:<J and videographed'to its finale

accordIng 10 one's mt'!thorJotos:JY of bU,;" dis$CClitHI. .

"1110 base ollile' $I<t..IlI alol1g W~III tile 111c:nIFlYC$ ShUllltJ be videoglap/1ccJ bclQr (> "nd

after wIping its ~urtaco. "r lie 1)8$<,1mClIll'1f1es Sl10UI(J he strippp.d out. .

TI1e $tr~(Ch.rorce is appIH~(l to tI1c b<15e 01 tile sk~J!I In tile sagittal and coronal planes

ondvidcographedin eClc'1 plane 10 expose any Iype 0.1 flZ!clur<.:.

Phase VI;
(

Chin 10 pubic symphysis dlsscclton is continuecl eJI:.:.cctJonto expose the abdominal

cavily, The neck and the ches;1 wail <Iredissectp.d 10 Ih()lr f!xfmrrle sides to expose Ihrlilfont.
as wIde as po::;sihlp,. .1111$ .wldelY e~pOSCd /lcek <111(11110ctlC!~t '<\1::\11should be vidcogr<1pl)cd.

111e cupped p.:\lrn 51loUILI,IJC thpp<..'{1g(mHy into tllC) pclvlC c~\VI{Y and ralseu If \tlcra

i~ blood it will be SeC!1 III Itw PellJ" "tile pfllol is Oillply. III()!1 Ihere I:; no blood In !lIP. IwlvlC
7

I. .

. "J.-.
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X) E"ch injury, whole snd cuI Intsrnal erg.". Sl'OIJid be vidP.ographed 101a mlnlmu", of ~
five seconds. '.,.",.. 817 ~

.~ , :398 as: 34
..", ,

/,

J.Cy,st9dy- Q.' th;~_v~d~o-tapc:

i) Immediately after the vidtJ('{JIC',phyof the POE;lIflOrlCIII..lScprnpletctJ, the e$~~IiIli11

det"ils relating to thp. case such ag name of 1I',e dCr.f!W.;cd, gHIH.:ralparliculi:H5 of 111<:=

dccer.\sed, particulars or requisition of p'ostmortcln. clc., should LJa recorded on the

video.

" \

,~

ii) Thereafler, the forensic. pathologist conductil1g th~ posl,"u, I~m should ensul<:

immediale scaling of the video tnpe and its inuncdlotc despatcl1 with all requir<.:(J. .
parliculars to National Human H{ghtsCommission.

iii) Relatives of I ttle victim and other public': irllcrcst bodlu,~ should be entitled 10 receive

. Ille copiC$ of tile video Ct:'!,:f.(1l1rrfrom tile Naliulldr IllJrJlan Hight!'! Cornmi$:;iofl

(NHnC),

General:

i) Copies of the postmortem certificate should he plOvidcc/to t!1e relatives of tI)(~

decea$ed by the authorit~ conducting the inquost witll()1Ifany delay whatsoever.

ii) It should be ensured however tlI<-1tno exccul;VCIIU(!lci.J.1enquiry should ~ornrncnce

without the relalivcs or the dF!c£.:a!->cdbeing plOvided a cory of the pORlrnonem

certIficate and the video casselle.

..

jii)'It is wefcome thai there is t,ansparenr:y dlililig the prCJtf;~~~ of autopsy of custodial

deatlls . thus calling for the presence o. an impa,I;,t! ol)server during tt"IE:~process of

autopsy. However the OCCCI;.ionlor Ille sume IH1$nOI y(:t Flrisen..
R~c_C?!!l'!!.~nc.!at.i.cm.~~~-t~!?..~Qyernment:

i) 1 he facifilies for cQnducting alltop~ies should be sti=ind;'11diROd at all " alul<and District

hospitals in consultaHoll willI thc: Dircctor. In~ltt(JI(: of rorensic Medicine, CherHlal

Medica' College, CtH:llllUimid \lto 1ami! Nr1ch/Guv(:tllln(:nt Unctars Association We
~ ,

beliavG that the autopsy room $hotJldhe un par wltl, ~Iny 51andard operatio" UIC<:1trC.

Defier fadljlic~ fur cold slc)/C\}jc of h()cJjos uno $p('(iIl1011 storage ShOlJld alsu be

inlloducE!d.

ii) It st10uld be made mandnloJY I!lat all the derarlnwnt "c.lds of teaching hospital~ and

medical colle~es coorer{\te wilh the Forensic ,p;.}nl()1()91~twhen their' opinions are

sougln regarding 3!.1ymedico-legal issues.

iii) A pf)/lel of videogrupher$ $hO~lld bl! acc(cdilC(1 I,y tllO District M<=I~]istratc lor

videography of.cust()dl.3lct(~:'IlIts AllY M~19i$[r,1t(' ('()fI(I!JCllng inquest should'choo~p. <.I

videographer to videogmpli tl&e r()~11!10tlCIII only frOll1 !I,i,; PW1C1.

,I ".

(Read along wII" 11::;1o(p.:1rllcira"t~ to !tIe HOlfl1(f I CJI)j(! DIscussion)

[,
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GUIDELINES FOR VIDEOGRAPHY OF POST MORTEM
EXAMINATIONS

( Instruction .for Doctors conducting the Post Mortem)..

1. For ,identity a shot should be taken with face
. turned to a side showing whole boqy of the deceased
with a relative and the 10 identifying the. body
stand ~'1g near the body. It is aIso advised that a .

coo"er :ation regar' ~ng ident ification of the body by
tht relatIves and,or 10 be also recorded at the same
time.

2. In case of unidentified bodies, besidestaking
full .,iew of the body with face turned to the side,

. view of fingerprints and, shot of impor:tant
belongings shoulq be taken.

3. About 20 grams.of liver and ~uscle should be
preserved for identification in future. Process of
taking 'this 3amp~e from the' body should be covered
in the video shot. .

4. Long - shot showing, the' -..,holebody front view
and continuing it with a near view of injuries

. should be taken in such a way by zooming the lense.
so that there is no doubt about the identity of the
deceased or the i~jury/mark on the body.

5. Another long shot showing the w,hole side of
the bact< of the body together wi th a near view of
any i~portant injury b~ taken.

6. Shots to prove tha t t;he autopsy has been
conducte~ by the particular Medical Officer should
be taken.

7. Shots of, all. s igni ficant . marks,
injuries/findings should be taken. The Medical
officer should describe such findings and the same
should also b~recor~e~.

8. Shots of j.mportant areas like front of palms,
'soles, 'buttocks, scrotum and anus/private parts be
taken so tha~ identification is in-tact. This should
be taken by zooming "the lense to ensure that all
shots are of the same body.

9. Internal findings which results into the death
should be shown on the video shot insuctr a way that
t he identity of the deceased coo ld also be
deciphered. .

- 1 -
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10. ~'lherever possible, while ~ndicating positive'
or n,egative findings, doctor's commentary i,n h~s own
voice sh~uld also be record~. 'Shots should b.e such
that ide.ntity of t~e person could be made out beyond
doubt.' ,

,
11. The videoqraphy should take m1ni\1lum of 45
minutes, covering the' performance of the post-
mortem. .

I

12. At the commencement .Jf the pCjt'-
mortem/recording of th,e videography, the o-edir;al
Officer who condu,cts the post-mortem should mention
hi:9 name/designation and details of the body being
post-mortemed. .Si~ilarly, at the end of' the post-
mortem, :-tedi.cal Officer declaring the conclusion :of
the post-mortem should also be recorded. '

)..

.:.
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--- -- --- - --- - - - - _.. -- - - --- -- - - -.-- -- - - - - --- - - --- '-- -- - - --
('~mm"n t. ~("i1~p/filp No. J:'oint:-:

.. - - - - - - - - ...- - - - - - - - ."- - -.- - - - - - - .- ."- - - - - - - .. '. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -. - - - - - _...- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -.- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
NoMh-th""t" pro~r 1d""nt I.ft. C/'It! on t",=hniq'l""

a!!l r<IIIq1.I~'-:1 t n thO!" c lr,,=,IJ"'~t'nc~~ hlrV~ b""",n
flppHtOd 1.1 the :!'1!I1d.::...~"" or -not?

If it i!!l an unidentified tody, ~h~ther
p~ece!!l of liver and mu~c1.""t1!!l~ue~ hav""

b~npre~erved or not?

l4h<!"th""rany Ind1"=,,,ti,:-n of: -=h~nq.,.~ aft"!'!:'
d...,~th 1N2d 1."Ibr<!" on !!I !.n.:r th~ -:-('J"Idit!.on
'of' th~ b:-r.ly7 If ~.), ..",-<>t.h..c it i!" cOI'I~i:!lt...nt:'
with 't:im~ :I!.nr::<> dr...,t.h' ')";V"'1) 1n tt,<:, po~t:-
mort~TfI I""r"'t:t? .

. Wh".!th"r in~'lri~~ pc..!'...nt on th"\ b')djr .'!, !':~n
01'1 v' 8~" c0n~i~t4nt with th.. i"jUI~~~
d..!'crH'c.:i 10th"" r"~t.mr.>ct"'TT' r~p:HI:7

Wh...th...r 1..., .1rt lmt !'II'''.'!!'' '''''4>1''''' ~Id d""gr.,....
m..tho:"d'!' ...r~ u~u.'Illy 1J..~d in -='J:>.t.-::.<:!!.."ld""1'J~h~
h~ve !::~""T1...xam!.n'""d .t!nd i f ~O. ',A,...th""r th", .

. p(\~tmol:'t"m find1n']~ <'I.ra.-="n~l~t nt ith
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