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N. Gopalaswami,
Secretary General. D.O.N o. 40/l/1999-2000/CD(NRR

Na,tional Human Rights C'8mmission,
Sardar: Patel Bhavan, " '

Sanaad Marg, New pelhi~llOOOl, ,I "

Da.ted the January 5, 2001

I<

Dear Home:Secr~~y"
-."""

". AS you are aware, the Commission had ,issued.q~-
general instructions in 1993 thd t intima tioh be given,
to the Commiss ion of any custodial d'2d.th within 24 h..purs
of its occurrence. TheseQ intimdtions are to be ...:-
"fnllmved with the postmortem reports, Magiste,rio.l -'-
inqu~st Report/Video-graphy report of the post-mortem
etc. However, it is found toot th.;;:reis a consJdera ble ',','

delay in senrling t-\le post-mortem report along,.,ith the
videogra.phy and' t~le IVIagisteria1 Inquest Report.

{-~

2.0. This causes delay in the Commission in proc€ssing
the casesaf custodial deaths and the awarding of interim
relief' ',rnerever~prima facie th::re is reason to conclude
that the custodi8,l death was a r3sult of custodial
violence. In order to streamline the procedure, the
following' instructions are issued.

1.1. The post mortem report along with the videograph
and the Mag.? Qt.erjC?,l enquiry repnrt must be sent wiJhhin
2 monthi of ~hc j~cident.

1.2. The post mortem reports hdve to be sent in tha -
new proform~ which ~~s circulated vide Circular No.4/3/
97-PRP dated lO.o.O8..~1995.All concerned author itiesmay
..einstru cted.to use the new proforma. A copy of the
new proforma is enclosed for ready reference.

2. In every case of custodial death, Magisterial-
Enquiry has also to be done as dir~cted by the Commission.
It sho\lldbe ensured that the Magisterial Enquiry is -
completed as soon as possible but in such a way that-
within 2 months deadline mentioned in Para 1..1the
Magisterial Enquiry report is also made avai1d.~le.,

,r

3. In some cases of custodial death, after post-
mortem 'the viscera is sent for exa.,minationand viscera
report is called for, However, the viscera report -
t~kes some time in coming and therefore, this is to
clarify tbo.t the post mortem report and other documents
should be sent 'to~tITe-CUmmissTOh -without waitirrg f'-"r
the viscera'report. The viscera report should be sent
subsequently as s~on as it is received.

Instructions may kindly be ,issuedto ~.l.1,;;;oncerned
authorities to adhere to the above guide:tJ.ne.q..

_Thanking yo;cR-nd '\I.dth Seaso,:nt s Greetings,

,,~

,.J

The Home Secretary,
Govm. of' JI1ah.arashtra,

W!Ium ba i .- "-

Yours sincerely,
Sx/-x-

( N ~ Gopal8.sv.:ami)


