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RURAL DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
Bandhkam Bhavan, 25, Marzban Path, Fort, Mumbai 400 001, dated 3rd July, 2026.
NOTIFICATION
Z1LLA PARISHADS AND PANCHAYAT SAMITIS AcT, 1961.

No.ZPN-2026/C.R.10/E-1726904/P.R.2.— The following draft of the Maharashtra Panchayat
Samitis (Qualification and Appointment of Nominated Members) Rules, 2026, which the Government
of Maharashtra proposes to make in exercise of the powers conferred by clause (xiv) of sub-section
(2) of section 274 of the Maharashtra Zilla Parishads and Panchayat Samitis Act, 1961 (Mah. V of
1962) and of all other powers enabling it in this behalf, is hereby published as required by sub-section
(3) of section 274 of the said Act, for the information of all persons likely to be affected thereby; and
notice is hereby given that objections or suggestions on the said draft sent within 30 days form the
date of the notification will only be taken into consideration by the Government of Maharashtra.

2. Any objection or suggestion, may be sent to the Secretary, Rural Development Department,
Bandhkam Bhavan, 25, Marzban Path, Fort, Mumbai-400 001 with respect to the said draft Rules
from any person likely to be affected thereby; on or before the aforesaid date, will be considered by
the Government.

DRAFT RULES

1. Short title.— These rules may be called the Maharashtra Panchayat Samitis (Qualifications
and Appointment of Nominated Members) Rules, 2026.

2. Definitions.— (1) In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires,—

(a) “Act” means the Maharashtra Zilla Parishads and Panchayat Samities Act, 1961
(Mah. V of 1962);

(b) “Collector” means the collector of the concerned District,

(2) Words and expressions used but not defined in these rules shall have the meanings
respectively assigned to them in the Act.

3. Determination of Number of Nominated Member.— Subject to the provisions of rule 4, the
Collector shall nominate Members to the Panchayat Samiti equal to twenty per cent of the total
number of elected Members of Panchayat Samiti, or a minimum one person, whichever is higher.

4. Eligibility for Nomination.— A person shall be eligible for being nominated as a candidate
for the office of the nominated member if he has special knowledge or work experience in respect of
the administration of Zilla Parishad or Panchayat Samiti, and he,—

(a) is a resident of the concerned Panchayat Samiti area; and

(b) has been a recognized and registered medical practitioner in the State for a minimum
period of five years; or

(c) has been an educationist including retired professors, lecturers or principals of recognized
schools or colleges for a minimum period of five years; or

(d) is possessing specialized knowledge in the fields of Agriculture, Water Conservation,
Co-operation, Rural Development, Women and Child Development, Art, Literature, Social Work
and has experience in any of the above fields for a period of five years; or

(e) possesses a degree in an engineering from a recognized university and has professional
experience for a minimum period of five years; or

() has been an advocate for a minimum period of five years or is a person possessing
degree in Law from a recognized University with a experience in the legal field in the State for
a minimum period of five years, or
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(g) is a retired officer who has completed at least twenty years of Central or State
Government service; or

(h) has experience of not less than five years as an office-bearer of a Non-Government
Organization registered under the Maharashtra Public Trusts Act, engaged in Social Welfare
activities, working within the area of the Zilla Parishad or Panchayat Samiti.

5. Nomination of Member.—

(1) The Collector shall, after consultation with the leaders of recognized or registered parties,
groups or aghadis or front in the Zilla Parishad, and taking into account the relative strength of such
parties or groups, recommended the names of suitable persons to the Panchayat Samiti for being
nominated as Members. The names of such persons recommended shall not exceed the number of
Members to be nominated in accordance with rule 3:

Provided that, the relative strengths of recognized parties or registered parties or group or
aghadi or front formed as per the provisions of the sub-section (4) of section 59A of the Act shall
be calculated by first dividing the total number of Members of Panchayat Samiti by the strength
of number of nominated Member. The number of Member of Panchayat Samiti of the recognized
parties or registered parties, group or aghadi or front shall be further divided by the quotient of this
division. The figure so arrived at shall be the relative strength of the respective recognized parties
or registered parties or group or aghadi or front. The seat shall be allotted to the recognized parties
or registered parties or groups or aghadis or front by first considering the whole number of their
respective relative strength so ascertained and thereafter if one or more seats remained to be allotted,
the same shall be allotted to such recognized parties or registered parties or groups, aghadis or fronts
in the descending order beginning with the largest fractioning value of the proportionate strength of
the respective recognized parties or registered parties, groups, aghadis or fronts:

Provided further that, while allocating the remaining seats by considering the fractional values
in proportionate strength in descending order, if the fraction is less than half, it shall not be taken
into account and no seat shall be allocated for it. After allocating seats in this manner, if one or more
seats remain unallocated, they shall be treated as lapsed:

Provided also that, while nominating the person as nominated Member on the basis of the
descending order of the fraction number as mentioned in above proviso, if two or more recognized
parties, registered parties or groups, aghadis or fronts have the same fraction number, then the
Collector shall, nominate the person belonging to such recognized parties, registered parties or
groups, aghadis or fronts selected on the basis of lots drawn in the presence of representatives of all
such parties, groups, aghadis, or fronts.

(2) The Panchayat Samiti after considering the recommendations made by the Collector,
nominate the Members :

Provided that, if the Panchayat Samiti decides not to accept the recommendation of the
Collector with respect to a person so recommended, it shall record the reasons therefor:

Provided further that, every endeavor shall be made to ensure that one Member each
possessing any of the qualifications referred to in clauses (a) to (h) of rule 4 has been nominated.

6. Publications of names of nominated Members of the Panchayat Samiti.— The Collector shall
as soon may be, send the names of the persons so nominated, for publication in the Maharashtra
Government Gazette.

7. Casual vacancies.— When a seat of a nominated member becomes vacant, the provisions of
these rules shall Mutatis Mutandis apply, for filling the vacancy.

8. Certificate to nominated Members.— After publication of the names of the nominated
members in the Maharashtra Government Gazette, the Collector shall issue a Certificate in Form
appended herewith to each of the nominated member.
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FORM
(See Rule 8)
CERTIFICATE
] Shri/Smt. ...ooovvviieeeiiiiieiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeae Collector ......ccoeeeeeeeereenennnnne District
hereby certify that Shri/Smt. ........ccccoeevvinirinniinniiiiiinninn, Notification No. ............... on the has been

nominated vide Panchayat Samiti, and has appointed as a member for a term of five years or till the
expiry of the term of the present body of the Panchayat Samiti, whichever is earlier.

Place :
Date :

Collector of the District.

By order and in the name of the Governor of Maharashtra,

VARSHA M. BHAROSE,
Joint Secretary to Government.

ON BEHALF OF GOVERNMENT PRINTING, STATIONERY AND PUBLICATION, PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY DIRECTOR,
SMT. MANISHA KUMBHAR PRINTED AT GOVERNMENT CENTRAL PRESS, 21-A, NETAJI SUBHASH ROAD, CHARNI ROAD,
MUMBAI 400 004 AND PUBLISHED AT DIRECTORATE OF GOVERNMENT PRINTING, STATIONERY AND PUBLICATIONS,
21-A, NETAJI SUBHASH ROAD, CHARNI ROAD, MUMBAI 400 004. EDITOR : DIRECTOR, SMT. MANISHA KUMBHAR.



